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Club’s Mission: Promote skiing in Central Montana by sponsoring special events and fun ski trips locally and abroad.�

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
The Great Falls Ski Club is celebrating their 75th year of existence this 
year, as is Showdown.  Soon after the club was created, they started the 
Kings Hill Ski Area, which they ran until it was purchased by Ski Lift, Inc. 
and renamed Showdown.  Showdown and the ski club have coexisted 
every since, mutually supporting one another.  It’s important that we 
continue that tradition, as Showdown is one of the most reasonably priced 
places to ski in the state of Montana.  It is also one of the ski areas with the 
most consistently good ski conditions.  All this is available less than an 
hour from Great Falls.  During the months of February and March 2012, 
Showdown will be having several special events to acknowledge this 75th 
Anniversary milestone.  Please make it a point to participate and to 
encourage others, as the hill and the club are unique. We  are one of very 
few in the U.S. that have been in existence for 75 continuous years.  Watch 
Showdown’s website for upcoming events (http://showdownmontana.com).  
The club will also send out notifications when possible.  Watch for 
postings on the calendar and for articles in the Newsletter.  The club needs 
to show strong support for our local hill.   You never realize how fortunate 
you are until something’s gone.  I would prefer not find out the hard way.  
So adjust those calendars and show up at Showdown the entire season, 
December through April!! 
 
On a more philosophical note, over the last 10 years or more I have heard 
the statement that some members are trying to get rid of the long-time 
members.  This comment could not be further from the truth.  I have been 
off and on the board for the last 15 years.  The board has changed many 
times in that time and has always worked toward inclusion, not exclusion.  
Discussion on club activities and events has been based on current interests 
and demographics.  The board works hard to take all views and suggestions 
into consideration.  Clubs are a mix of many personalities and 
demographics and the board will never be able to appease everyone’s 
wishes.  An example is our trips.  Our prices are based on the number 
going and if the trips are not priced in what the majority can reasonably 
afford then we don’t get the numbers to make the trip go.  This was the 
case with the Park City Trip.  As a result of this cancellation we will be 
resurveying the club membership through survey monkey to find out what 
trips the majorities are interested in going forward.  The club is only about 
what you make of it.  Your level of activity is your decision and I have 
never heard anyone at anytime state that we need to exclude long-time 
members, quite the opposite.  I have witnessed personality conflicts but 
those are individual issues and not club mandates.  It’s time to all work 
together in a positive way or watch the club fall apart after 75 years of 
continuous operation.  I prefer the latter as I know most club members do 
and will continue to work for that result.  Based on the participation at the 
swap and the Snoball dance this year I believe the club will continue to 
flourish for many more years. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the next general club membership 
meeting on Friday, Nov 18th. 
 
 
Sue Jordan 

Park City Ski Trip Cancelled—Bridger 
Bowl Trip Scheduled 

 
The board has found it necessary to cancel the Park 
City Ski Trip due to lack of interest.  In its place, 
the board decided to offer a trip to Bridger Ski 
Area for $200.00 per person.  This trip will have a 
little different format.  We will leave Great Falls 
Friday, February 10th around 5 p.m., with skiing at 
Bridger Bowl on Saturday and Sunday.  We will 
then leave Bridger on Sunday after the lifts close to 
return to Great Falls.  While on the trip we will stay 
at the Microtel Hotel in Bozeman.  Sue Peterson 
and Ray Robison will be taking deposits at the next 
meeting.  We hope that this trip will be more ap-
pealing for this year. 
 
For those who submitted deposits for the Park City 
trip, you will be contacted soon and your deposits 
will be returned promptly. 

2011 SKI SWAP SUCCESSFUL  
 

The ski swap was well attended, both by the public 
and club members.  And, the club members did a 
great job of helping in all areas of need.  There are 
always a few issues with every swap but when you 
have sufficient help to cover the basic operations, 
it makes it easy to take care of the unpredictable.  
The board is discussing  what  worked well and 
what didn’t and are working to adjust for next 
year’s swap. Total sales and net profit were a little 
higher than last year (~30%).  That will allow the 
club to continue supporting community projects 
and activities this year.  If  you have ideas for club-
funded efforts, please let a board member know or 
attend a board meeting.  All suggestions will be 
considered.   
 
Thanks again to all of our vendors who partici-
pated and to all of the volunteers.   Hats off   to 
Kari Cann and Mark Klemencic who took respon-
sibility for the coordination efforts, vendor con-
tacts, display, advance publicity, etc.  Their leader-
ship contributed greatly to the Swap’s success. 



Big Bear Sporting Goods Supports 
New Club Memberships 

 
On November 12, Big Bear Sporting Goods provided an opportunity for new mem-
bers to join the club at a significantly reduced price.  From 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., Big 
Bear paid $10 of the $25 membership dues for new members.  Thank Mark Klemen-
cic for developing this partnership with Big Bear.  Mark, Joy Loague, and Carol 
Boughton manned the membership booth, netting 12 new members. Carol and Mark at Big Bear.  

Picture courtesy of Joy Loague. 

Eagle Mount Program, at Age 20, Goes to the Rink 
 
Eagle Mount is celebrating a 20-year partnership with Showdown Ski Area this 
year serving individuals with special needs through the Adaptive Ski Program.  
The Ski Club has supported Eagle Mount’s  program with direct contributions as 
well as the many hours of volunteer assistance provided by individual members 
of the Club.   
 
Steph Richardson reminds us that the ski season is fast approaching.  For those 
volunteers or who are interested in becoming volunteers, a continued education 
opportunity is available.  The event is hosted by PSIA-AASI Northern Rocky 
Mountain which is the professional association for snow sports education.  PSIA 
Adaptive is hosting a Mono-Ski and Bi-Ski clinic by Geoff Krill on December 2 
and 3 at Big Sky Ski Resort. Eagle Mount- Bozeman has offered their condo for 
free to 3 Eagle Mount Great Falls Ski volunteers that register for the event first. 
The event is $55/day for PSIA members ($75/day for non-members) plus a free 
or discounted lift ticket. Please let me know if you are interested or plan to at-
tend as soon as possible because they cannot hold the condo slots for long. 
 
Meanwhile, closer to home, Eagle Mount  has initiated a sled hockey/ice skat-
ing program on Thursday nights at the Ice Rink from 5:15-6:15pm.  Call Jill 
Vanson at the Eagle Mount Office, 406-454-1449, or at 
jill_vanson04@eaglemount.net if you are interested in volunteering. 
 
Eagle Mount photos courtesy of Steph Richardson. 

Eagle Mount Adaptive Ski Volunteers and Participants hamming it up at Showdown during 2011 program. 

Steph Richardson Contact 
Info:  
 
Steph Richardson 
Program Coordinator 
Eagle Mount- Great Falls 
www.eaglemount.net 
steph_richardson09@eaglemount.net 
PH: 406-454-1449 
Fax: 406-454-1780 



November General Membership Meeting 
The November General Membership Meeting is on November 18, 2011 at the Eagles Lodge at 7 
P.M.  Snacks will be served.  Come enjoy the company.  Get in a mood for skiing.  And, SIGN UP 
for In-State Trip to Bridger Bowl!! Participate in new survey regarding future ski trips. 

�

They Came. 
They Danced. 

They Had A Snowball! 

 
 
 

Welcome to Snowball 2011 Thanks to all who helped create this setting. 

Dancing to the DJ Enjoying Good Company And More Good Company 

Meet your new King and Queen—
Bill and Sue Ferrin 

Editor’s Note: 
 
Editor’s thanks again to 
Joy Loague for providing 
the photography.  Actually, 
there was more evidence of 
really good times.  But, 
those photos will be ar-
chived for a future time. 

Snowball Success 
 

If you missed the fun, be sure 
to mark your calendar for 
next year’s gala.  Rumor has 
it that a good time was had 
by all of the participants. 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
$25.00 PER 

 ELIGIBLE ADULT. 
RENEW BY MAIL OR AT 

THE NEXT MEETING. 
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11/18/2011 General Membership Meeting 
12/2/2011 Great Falls Christmas Stroll Rail Jam 
12/5/2011 Board Meeting 
12/9/2011 Showdown Ski Day 
12/10/2011 Showdown Canned Food Day 
12/17/2011 Showdown Ski With Santa Day 
12/21/2011 Holiday General Membership Meeting 
12/27-29/2011 Showdown Kids’ Camp 
12/31/2011 Showdown Torchlight Parade/Fireworks 
1/9/2012 Board Meeting 

Next Board Meeting :  December 5, 2011 @ 6:00 P.M.  

Regular Board meetings are held the first Monday of the month at 6 p.m.  
year around.  Please feel free to attend and give your input to the Board.  

Regular Club meetings are held the third Friday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Eagles Lodge.  See the schedule below for dates. 

Great Falls Ski Club 
75th Anniversary Logo’d Items Available 

Identity Screen Printing & Embroidery, Black Eagle, 
gives our members a discount for small quantities of our 
logo'd items.  There is no minimum order required.  Any 
item in Identity’s catalog can be ordered with the club 

logo, which, this year, includes celebration of the club’s 
75th anniversary. 

  See Identity’s website at www.theidentityzone.com.  
Chad Mans 

Identity Screen Printing & Embroidery 
2612 16th Street N.E., Black Eagle, MT 59414   

Tel: 406-761-1110 

Membership Pays!  Show your 
membership card or bring in this 
newsletter for 10% off at this fine 
establishment: 
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Web Address:  greatfallsskiclub.com  
E-mail Address:  gfskimail@gmail.com  


